In this issue:
GCWA's Annual Members Meeting, FREE Native Trees, and more!

We're hosting a Bradford
Pear Bounty Event! Get rid
of those smelly trees and

Save the Date for Our
Annual Meeting for
Members!

receive a FREE native
replacement. You MUST
take a photo of yourself
with the downed tree
and pre-register here.

When: Thursday, October 21st,
5:30pm-7:00pm

When: October 23, 1-4 pm
Where: Sandhill REC, 900 Clemson
Road, Columbia

Please note that only members
can vote! Has your membership
lapsed or do you want to
become a member? Renew or

In cooperation with: Clemson Extension
and Columbia Green

join now!

Bradford pears are not native to the U.S.
and have been widely planted in South
Carolina for years. While the blossoms are
pretty, they have a pungent odor and the
trees often break during storms. Even
worse, Bradford pear trees directly
contribute to one of the worst invasive
plant species in the Southeast – the
callery pear. This program will give
homeowners the option to remove
Bradford pears and replace them with
native trees.
Property owners are encouraged to
exchange up to five (5) Bradford Pear
trees for an equal number of FREE,
healthy, native, young replacement trees,
a one-for-one replacement.

Clean Up!
Help us clean up part of the
Watershed.
Gills Creek Watershed Association has
been participating in Adopt-A-Highway
for the past few years. We'd love for
you to join us to help keep our
watershed clean!

Please pre-register here to participate
and get your FREE native tree(s).

Please meet us at the 2122 S. Beltline
Blvd parking lot on Saturday,
November 13th from 9-11am!

Have you seen the new Gills Creek signs?
We’re so happy to have continued our partnership with the Richland Library to install
educational signs at their Cooper and Northeast branches with funding from Richland County
Conservation Commission. This installation compliments a greater effort of reducing our
community’s impact on the watershed—you can see our trash cans and litter goalie
prototype installations at both branches, too, thanks to a PalmettoPride grant, local Boy
Scout, and the Richland Library!

Learn How to Maintain a
Stormwater Pond
From Richland County Stormwater:
Stormwater runoff is a significant source
of water pollution in urbanized areas.
Impervious surfaces such as roads and
parking lots don’t allow water to soak
into the ground. This increases surface
water, creating runoff.

How to Maintain Your Pond
Detention pond maintenance is an operational best management
practice to control pollutant discharge by keeping these stormwater
structures operating properly. Below are some, but not all of the
essential steps for successful pond maintenance:
1. Inspect all outlets, inlets, low-flow orifices, trash racks/gratings and trickle channels
for obstructions and damage quarterly and after major rainfall events. Remove any
trash, debris and floating objects causing obstructions.
2. Mow regularly to help prevent erosion and maintain a natural look.
3. Limit the use of fertilizers and pesticides around the pond to keep chemicals from
flowing downstream.

Why Maintain Your Pond?
Detention ponds, also known as "dry ponds," provide a treatment basin
to remove stormwater pollution while also retaining large amounts of
water. Properly maintained detention ponds can be very effective at
removing certain pollutants and providing necessary storage volume
during larger storms.
Improperly maintained ponds can increase pollutant discharge, risk of
flooding downstream and instability of downstream channels, as well as
leading to aesthetic and nuisance problems.

Help #trashthepoop FREE Pet Waste Stations
Available!
To encourage pet owners to pick up their pet's
waste and dispose of it in the trash, the City of
Columbia is offering FREE pet waste stations to
neighborhoods and community organizations! To
sign up for a free station in your neighborhood,
visit: www.trashthepoop.com and select City of
Columbia or Richland County from the top to get
the right application for your area!

www.gillscreekwatershed.org
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