Restore. Educate. Advocate.

Midlands Gives is coming up!
Help us turn a flood-devastated street into a flood-protection zone, full of wildlife and native
plants. Please contribute to Midlands Gives on May 4, 2021. Donations may be made online
anytime after April 1 by clicking here.

Have you heard?!?
Gills Creek has been making headlines and headway on some major projects. We are
excited to announce that the long anticipated Crowson Rd. stream bank restoration project
will begin in April with an expected completion date towards the end June. Carmony was
recently quoted in an article in The State saying, “The slope of the bank is going to be
adjusted some, to help make it not as steep,” Adler said. “There’s going to be some different
elements incorporated into the banks, so that there is less erosion. And definitely vegetation,
native plants specifically, since they do the best job of both helping remove pollutants and
holding the banks in place....” You can read the full article here.
In addition, we are excited that our work with the City of Columbia and Richland County to
turn sections of Timeberlane Dr. into an urban oasis is getting noticed. Recently an article in
the Post and Courier stated: "The trend of returning developed property to flood plains is one
that has been gaining momentum nationwide for years. Crooks and Adler think this project
fits well within the goals of such environmental movements, and both say they see it as a
step in the right direction when it comes to flood mitigation and healthy waterways." You can
read the full article here. GCWA will be putting up security cameras and has already led
several clean ups in an effort to decrease littering in this valuable resource. We will be
exploring this oasis with Jay Keck of SCWF on April, 20th - more information below.

Members Only Event:
Bird Watching with Jay Keck
Grab your binoculars! Spring migration is upon
us! Join Gills Creek Watershed Association
members on a short accessible bird walk
through the Gills Creek Urban Oasis with SC
Wildlife Federation's Jay Keck. Jay is SCWF's
Habitat Education Manager, and a bird
enthusiast extraordinaire. This event sold out
last time so make sure you get your ticket
early!
Where: Timberlane Dr.
When: Tuesday, April 20th at 8:00AM
Cost: $20 donation to benefit GCWA and SCWF
Click HERE to register! Or you can find tickets at eventbrite.com.

Blood Drive to benefit the community and GCWA
We are partnering with the Blood Connection to host a blood drive on Monday, April 12th
from 3:00 - 7:00pm at Owens Field (1351 Jim Hamilton Blvd.).
Facts about blood donation:
One unit of blood can save up to 3 lives!
All the blood we collect stays in the community
Every 2 seconds someone in the US needs blood
It isn't just for trauma - it is for surgeries, cancer patients, blood disorders, babies in
the NICU, burn victims
You can donate blood every 56 says
When you donate you are not only giving to the community you are also helping GCWA. For
every donor who donates blood that day GCWA will receive a $20 donation. You can
register and make an appointment by clicking here or by contacting Carmony at
carmony.adler@gillscreekwatershed.org.

Carol Kososki receives the
Order of the Palmetto
Carol Kososki has been awarded the state's highest honor,
the Order of the Palmetto, by Governor McMaster. Carol is a
vital member of Gills Creek Watershed Association having
served as a long-time Board member as well as an important
connection with Richland County. Congratulations to a strong
supporter of Gills Creek, and a pillar of the conservation
community in the watershed and beyond!
The Order of the Palmetto is the state's highest civilian honor
awarded to citizens of South Carolina for extraordinary
lifetime service and achievements of national or statewide significance. The Order of the
Palmetto is a once in a lifetime achievement.
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