Restore. Educate. Advocate.

Can you spot the egret in this picture? Photo by Nancy Frick, one of our
photography contest winners this week! Thank you to everyone who submitted.
Please watch social media for more photos. Have a photo you want to share?
Email them to maryvirginia.tynan@gillscreekwatershed.org

Welcome to the team
Carmony Adler!
Carmony Adler graduated from Clemson
University with a Bachelor’s degree in
Biological Sciences, followed by a
Master of Arts in Teaching Secondary
Science. After graduating, Carmony
moved to Columbia and has since lived
here for nearly six years. After teaching
middle school science and working on
the development of the Children’s Garden
at Riverbanks Zoo, she worked at a
small nonprofit for several years,
becoming a “nonprofit jack-of-all-trades” and developing communication skills needed to work
with diverse communities. Carmony then graduated with a Masters of Environmental
Sciences and Policy from Johns Hopkins and worked at DHEC as the Nonpoint Source
Coordinator, also becoming certified as a post-construction BMP inspector.
"I am extremely excited to be part of the GCWA team. Having worked closely with GCWA
through DHEC, I grew particularly passionate about the organization’s mission and the efforts
being made here in Columbia. I am excited to bring my knowledge and experiences to help
those already dedicated to improving one of the largest impaired urban watersheds in South
Carolina, through restoration, education, and advocacy." - Carmony Adler
"I know I speak for the entire Board when I say how delighted we are to have Carmony as our
new coordinator. Her blend of technical, education and communication skills will serve this
organization well. We’re planning a gathering to allow our members and partners to meet and
welcome her—we’re just not sure when! In the meantime, you can reach her
at carmony.adler@gillscreekwatershed.org or 803-727-8326. And of course, Mary Virginia
Tynan, our Education and Outreach Coordinator who has expanded her duties to help us
through the last several months, is always available
at maryvirginia.tynan@gillscreekwatershed.org." - Trish Jerman, Board President

We are keeping busy!

Adopt a Stream - We are continuing our water sampling program (while keeping
socially distant) and are excited to report that we had a sample with ZERO ecoli
cultures collected for the first time on S. Beltline.
Litter Free Digital Journal - The SC Aquarium has created an app that encourages
citizens to track and remove plastics and other debris during neighborhood clean ups.
Find more information here: www.anecdata.org. And become a citizen scientist on
your next walk or bike ride around your neighborhood.
Need some inspiration - check out our driving tour of gills creek or submit an entry
to our photography contest or poetry contest. We will be collecting entries all month!
Watershed Management Plan - We are continuing to work with McCormick Taylor on
updating our Watershed Management Plan. Please continue to watch email and social
media as we hope to be able to share our new plan with you soon!

Drains aren't dumps!
Are you an aspiring artist? Help draw more attention to our drains and educate our
community that what we put down our drains affects our creeks and rivers. To learn how you
can participate please visit www.myriverstartsher.org.

SAVE THE DATE!
MIDLANDS GIVES IS TUESDAY, MAY 5th!
Midlands Gives is a wonderful way that we can all come together and support
our community - our local non-profits. Last year, Midlands Gives raised over
$2 million and this year that money will count even more as we face a period
of uncertainty. Please mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 5th and join us in
giving back! Please watch your email and social media for details for GCWA.

Another way to say thank you!
These local restuarants and businesses were there to support us during Wine for Water and
we would like to return the favor! If you have the opportunity, and are able, please support
them by ordering food to go, scheduling a future event, or even recommending their services
to friends and family during the shut down. Thank you to all of our sponsors and partners!

A Special Note
During this time, GCWA has cancelled our
in-person committee meetings in favor of
meeting via Zoom or email. If you have any
questions or concerns, please email Mary
Virginia Tynan at
maryvirginia.tynan@gillscreekwatershed.org
or Carmony Adler at
carmony.adler@gillscreekwatershed,org
We look forward to hearing from you!

www.gillscreekwatershed.org
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