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Our 2019-2020 year seemed normal enough....right up until December when
our then-Executive Director Eric Goff got an offer to be a professor that was
too good to refuse. Mary Virginia Tynan, our fabulous Outreach Coordinator,
and Board members again stepped up to keep the organization on an even
keel. We were very, very fortunate to attract Carmony Adler as our new
Executive Director, and just when it looked like we might slip back to
“normal,” the pandemic forced numerous changes in how we deal with each
other, and with you, our members. | have been so proud of the staff and the
Board, and so grateful for the response of members and friends as we've
worked through the many challenges we've faced.

During this unusual time, we've launched an online learning series, with
webinars focused on topics ranging from recycling to an examination of
critters living under rocks in the water. We are working on several potential
land protection projects, and we are continuing to monitor water quality,
educate the public, and keep the watershed clean (and we thank you for your
help!) Perhaps most importantly, we continue to advocate for long-term
changes in public policy that will offer more protection against flooding, poor
water quality, and unsightly waterbodies.

Thank you for all you do to make a difference.
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| have heaps of gratitude for Trish, Mary Virginia, the Board, and all of you as
members for making the start of my job with GCWA during the pandemic as
easy and seamless as | can imagine. Slowly, | have been able to meet several
of you in person, with masks and ample social distancing, and | look forward
to meeting each and every one of you as these times allow.

I am excited to share that despite the pandemic, much progress has been
made to protect and restore Gills Creek Watershed, to educate our
community, and to advocate for sound land development and stormwater
management practices to reduce flooding impacts and support cleaner
water. Our work could not have been done without you. You have
participated in our webinars, you have continued to safely do cleanups in our
Watershed and monitor the Creek’s water quality, and you have supported
our larger on-the-ground protection and restoration projects.

Unprecedented times call for unprecedented measures, and we will continue
to take the best path forward for Gills Creek and the Watershed that we call
home, to bring our vision of all that it can be to life. | am honored to be in the
position to lead this work. Thank you for your support and all you bring to
GCWA.

TRISH JERMAN
Board President

CARMONY ADLER

Executive Director




GILLS CREEK WATERSHED
ASSOCIATION

At Gills Creek Watershed Association, we are working to
protect and restore Gills Creek.

OUR VISION

A vibrant, restored Gills Creek that is protected, valued,
and enjoyed by its watershed communities.

OUR MISSION

The Gills Creek Watershed Association works to restore Gills
Creek, educate the communities within its watershed, and
advocate for the protection and preservation of the Creek’s

resources, beauty, and environmental sustainability.

Gills Creek is a true treasure. Its floodplains have the potential to reduce flooding impacts, it
provides valuable wildlife habitat, and it enhances the quality of life in our community. We
envision Gills Creek continuing to provide these benefits, as well as an enhanced, accessible
green space for all to witness and enjoy its underappreciated beauty and learn about its
myriad benefits to the greater community.

Gills Creek is among the largest impaired urban watersheds in South Carolina, with a
number of water quality problems including high bacteria levels, low dissolved oxygen,
litter, and sedimentation, along with high flood risks. Yet nearly 111,000 community
members call the Gills Creek Watershed home, using Gills Creek for recreational purposes
and subsistence fishing. The Watershed consists of sections of Richland County, the City of
Columbia, the City of Cayce, the City of Forest Acres, the Town of Arcadia Lakes, and Fort
Jackson. That's why our work is so important. Supporting Gills Creek Watershed Association
is supporting your community.

We know if we can enhance Gills Creek's ability to provide safe and clean recreational
opportunities, habitat for plants and wildlife, and natural flood protection, we can also
foster a healthier, safer, and more connected community. Gills Creek Watershed Association
envisions a vibrant, restored Gills Creek that is protected, valued, and enjoyed by all of its
watershed communities.



2019-2020
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS



RESTORATION AND PROTECTION
PROJECTS

GCWA initiated protection projects for water
quality improvement and flood hazard reduction,
including:
e the development of a plan for a new
greenspace along Gills Creek in Forest Acres
e an evaluation of Pine Tree Lake's potential to
absorb floodwaters and provide wetland
habitat
e aplan for an “Urban Oasis” along Gills Creek
to create an urban linear park connecting and
preserving Gills Creek from Rosewood Dr. to

the Congaree River

e the beginning of discussions with the County
for reforestation and invasives removal on
FEMA buyout properties along Timberlane
Road and Decker Boulevard




NEW EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
PLATFORM

GCWA launched a new
education/outreach platform using
webinars and suggested outdoor
activities during the pandemic,
creating new partnerships and
connecting others beyond the
Watershed boundaries.

ADVOCATE

GCWA advocated for floodplain
preservation, water quality improvement, and sound stormwater management through

public stances on development projects and analysis/comments on County and City

government initiatives.




MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE

GCWA updated the Gills Creek Watershed Management Plan to reflect changes in the
Watershed's condition, provide a more explicit listing of projects along with predicted costs
and expected results, and receive public input on pollutant “hotspots,” helping to guide
many of the specific projects within this Plan. Supported by Richland County Conservation
Commission funds, this update will now allow any entity to apply for EPA 319 funds to
improve water quality in the Watershed.

DESPITE THE
PANDEMIC

GCWA continued important work despite
restrictions imposed by the pandemic.




GCWA DEPENDS ON
VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU

Thank you!

GILLS CREEK WATERSHED
™ ASSOCIATION




LOOKING FORWARD

RESTORE

CROWSON ROAD PROJECT

GCWA will complete the Gills Creek
Stream and Riparian Buffer Restoration
project along Crowson Road in
conjunction with the City of Columbia.

REFORESTATION

GCWA will work with Richland
County to design and execute a
reforestation plan and invasives
removal for FEMA-buyout
properties along Timberlane
Road.

WATER QUALITY SAMPLING

GCWA will expand its water quality
sampling program to more effectively
identify problems, using new
equipment purchased with funds from
a Richland County Conservation
Commission grant.

JACKSON CREEK RESTORATION

GCWA will continue to work with
Richland County on the Jackson
Creek Restoration Project at the old
Zorba's site.

"URBAN 0ASIS”

GCWA will build on the reforestation
effort to continue seeking support for
an expanded Gills Creek “Urban Oasis”
of protected floodplain property along
the Creek.

ENHANCE FLOOD CONTROL

GCWA will investigate the
possibility of joining with others
to enhance flood control capacity
and water quality by ensuring
that Pine Tree Lake remains in its
current condition.




LOOKING FORWARD

EDUCATE
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EDUCATIONAL KIOSKS

GCWA will install the first of an
anticipated series of educational
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WEBINARS

GCWA will continue to offer new
kiosks educational webinars on a variety

along Gills Creek, with funding from a of topics relevant to stormwater,

Richland County Conservation

protection of water quality, and

Commission grant, explaining the quality of life, both in the
importance of stormwater management, Watershed and nearby areas.
floodplain management, and habitat

protection.
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VIRTUAL TOUR

GCWA will continue to
work with UofSC
interns, to develop
virtual historical tours
of the Watershed.
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NATIVES VS INVASIVES

WATERSHED ORAL HISTORY

GCWA will continue to work with Holly Floyd, a UofSC
Masters student, to complete an oral history video and
webpage collection to highlight “Voices of the
Watershed,” sharing recollections of growing up in the
Watershed paired with visions of what the Watershed
can become. The video will be part of the
Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibit at Congaree National
Park from November 2020-January 2021.

SUBSISTENCE FISHERS

GCWA will spread awareness of invasive

plant species along with native
alternatives through educational

GCWA will create new partnerships to
increase education and outreach to

pamphlets, outreach, and our website. subsistence fishers.




GREENWAY
|

GCWA will work with the County and
the City to move creation of the Gills
Creek Greenway A forward.
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COMMUNICATIONS

GCWA will open new lines of
communication to enhance our
understanding of issues facing
overburdened communities
within the Watershed, in order to
create new partnerships and
better serve these communities.
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POLICIES

GCWA will support strengthening
development policies in both the

County and the City in order to prevent \

future degradation of the Creek.

OTHER

GCWA will set up better tracking
mechanisms to help ensure there
is balanced activity across the
Watershed, as well as across all
three of our mandates to Restore,
Educate, and Advocate.




FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Total income for the past fiscal year was $138,669.00. The largest source was government
grants, specifically directed towards Gills Creek enhancement and education efforts.
Fundraising from events, sponsors, and donors was the second largest source.

Total expenses for the past fiscal year were $121,651.45. The largest item was Program and
Grant expenses, which include restricted funds from grants and some additional
nonrestricted funds used for program and project activities. The second largest expenditure

was part-time contract assistance, for accounting, organizing events, and running the
organization.

Membership
5%

Fundraising
22%

INCOME
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020

$138,669.00

Grants
73%

Fundraising
Office Supplies/Travel 3%

10%

Contract Expenses
10%

EXPENSES
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020

$121,651.45

Program/Grant Expenses
77%

Amounts shown on this page are pre-audit. An audit of the Association is in the process of being conducted.
Financial documents are available to be viewed by request.



DONORS

CREEK STEWARDS ($1,000+) CREEK PARTNERS ($500+)
Tom Kohlsaat John Dean
Valerie Marcil and Henry Nechemias Scott and Mary Elliott

Madilyn Fletcher
Janet and David Heuer

CREEK NEIGHBOR ($250+) el Kasok

Sam and Liz Agee Darrin Luksik
Stacey and Jim Brennen Thad and Judy Timmons
Betsy Kaemmerlen Trish Jermman and Mark Tompkins
Rob Robertson Ann Yancey

SPONSORS
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Commercial Real Estate Services




Craft and Draft

Crape Myrtle Garden Club

Cary Lake HOA

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS

Gregg Park HOA
Lake Katherine HOA
Mast General Store

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church

Sam and Liz Agee
Carroll Allen

Bob and Joan Amundson
Jeff Amberg

Jonathan and Jessica Artz
Margaret-Ann Ashburn
Tamala Ashford

Bob Askins

John and Agnes Asman
Rhodes and Dare Bailey
Mary Pat Baldauf

Pete Balthazor

Sterling and Martha Beckman
Michael and Violet Beets
Jan Blach

Debra C. Bloom

Annette Boette

Carol Boggs

Danny and Sarah Bonds
Robert Boney

Bobby Bower

James Boylston

Mary Beth Branham

Jim and Stacey Brennan
Will Brennan

Jerry Bright

Sally Sue Brown

James Bulak

Andy and Ann Cameron
Les Case

Alec Chaplin Jr.

David Nelson and Sue Connely-

Nelson

Barbara Crawford

Michael Criss

Paul and Karen Curtin
Warren Darby

Robert and Janet Davidson
Rick and Paula Davis
Bryant Davis

Kristin Dow

MEMBERS

Kellah Edens

Van Edwards

Scott and Mary Elliott
Guillermo Espinosa
Mardie Faucette
Kirkman Finlay

Hilda Flamholtz

James Ford

David Fuente

Jessica Furrer

Christina Galardi

Craig and Denisa Garner
Gwen Geidel

Brennan Gerards

Joel Gillespie

Eric Goff

Charles Goldman

John and Rhonda Grego
David Guirl

Mary Gwinn

Donna Harper

David Harper

John Hart

Natalie Hevener Kaufman
Janet Heuer

Nancy Higgins

John and Erin Holgren
John Hudgens

Carolyn Hudson

Tessa Davis and John Huggett

Deborah Hughes
Mark and Sally Huguley
Mary Stuart Hunter
Bo and Lisa Hunter
Susan James

Gail Jeffcoat

Ann Johnson

Tim Kana

Eugene Kaplan
Mike Kelly

Shannon Keenan

Margaret Kherlopian
Britany Kilpatrick
Lewis Kirk

Donald Klos

Tom and Mary Kohlsaat
Samuel ). Kopack Jr.
Janie Kronk

Gary and Pam Lackey
Gray Ladd

Michael LeFever

Joe Long

Darrin Luksik

Teresa MacGillivray
Jim Manning

Henry Nechemias and
Valerie Marcil
Thomas McCartha
George and Judith McCoy
Merrill McGregor
Mary Mcintosh

Bill and Erin McKinney
Marie Meglen

RM Mejia

Jerry Mitchell

Regina Monteith

Noel and Linda Morphis
JoAnn Morton
Rebecca Neely

Dave Nelson

Rowena Nylund

Greg Pearce
Frederick Perry

Marc and Ann Posner
Jenny Pournelle

Nena Powell Rice
Susan Prinz

Jean Prothro
Catherine V. Reed
Rob Robertson

Mark and Deborah
Robertson

Palmetto Garden Club
Spring Lake HOA
Mike Kelly Law Firm, LLC

Kathy and David Roe
Karen Rood

Royal Roseberry

Chuck Salley

Catherine Savage
Rebecca Seezen

Tracy Seiler

Katheryn Sheppard

Ellen Skidmore

Walt Smith

Emerson and Kathy Smith
Annette Smith

Alice Steineke

Linda Stewart

Braden Stoneburner
Gunars and Virginia Strazdins
Hank and Leslie Ann Sully
Peter and Kathy Swanson
Bill and Jane Thesing
Scott Thorpe

Ed and Polly Tilden

Thad and Judy Timmons
Kevin and Emily Tinch
John and MV Tynan

Mark Van Popering
Donald Vargo

Robin Waites

George and Lucille Walters
Stacey Washington
Raleigh West

Robert Wyeneth

David Whiteman

Dee Dee Williams
Marlene Wilson

Joanne Wuori

Ann Yancey

Andrew Yasinac

James Young

Stanley and laura Young
James Zeigler

John and Margaret Zubizarreta



BOARD & STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Trish Jerman - President
Scott Elliott, Esq. - Vice President
Sally Huguley, Ph.D. - Secretary
Darrin Luksik - Treasurer
Madilyn Fletcher, Ph.D. - Past President
Ann Cameron - Chair, Elections Committee
Lyle Darnall
Bryant Davis
Gwen Geidel, Ph.D., |D
John Hart
Janet Heuer, MPA
John Hudgens, Ed.D.

Michael Kelly, Esq. - Chair, Stewardship Committee
Tom Kohlsaat - Chair, Technical Committee
Valerie Marcil
Rob Robertson
Ann Yancey - Chair, Education Committee

STAFF

Carmony Adler, Executive Director
- Mary Virginia Tynan, Membership/Outreach Coordinator



Gills Creek Watershed Association
712 Main St.
EWS 603

Columbia, SC 29208
www.gillscreekwatershed.org
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