In this issue:
GCWA's Annual Report, Upcoming Events, Watershed Wonder Awards, and more!

GCWA 2020-2021 Annual Report
We've had a very successful past year, despite the pandemic. View
GCWA's Annual Report on our website to get a full year in review,
and see what we've already got in store coming up!

View the GCWA 2020-2021 Annual Report Here

We're hosting a Bradford Pear
Bounty Event where residents
can get rid of their smelly tree
and receive a free native
replacement.
As quoted in Clemson News: "GCWA
Executive Director Carmony Adler said the
organization is excited to bring the event
to the greater Columbia area to help
homeowners improve water quality in their
own backyards. 'Not only does this event
allow residents to remove harmful
invasive trees, but in an area that suffers
as much from flooding as the Gills Creek
Watershed does, replacing invasives with
native trees allows us to actually prevent
erosion and thus sedimentation of the
creeks during these heavy rain events,

Read more about the event and why
we brought it to Columbia here.

since native trees have a deeper and
more extensive root system than
invasives,' she said. 'It’s a small action
individual homeowners are taking that,
when combined, can actually have a
significant impact in improving our
Watershed’s ecosystem and water
quality.'”

Help us clean up part of the Watershed!
Gills Creek Watershed Association has
been participating in Adopt-A-Highway
for the past few years. We'd love for
you to join us to help keep our
watershed clean!
Get a unique, staff-led tour of the W.
Gordon Belser Arboretum!
When: Tuesday, Nov. 9 | 4:30 PM
Where: W. Gordon Belser Arboretum
(3920 Wilmot Avenue, Columbia)

Please meet us at the 2122 S. Beltline
Blvd. parking lot on Saturday,
November 13th from 9-11am!

Let us know you'll be there by
registering here!

*Please note, this is an event for
members of GCWA Not a member?
Join today by selecting a membership
add-on when you register, and attend
your first event with us!

Learn More and Register Here!

Thank You for Attending Our Annual Meeting!
In case you missed it, we wanted to share our Watershed Wonder Awardees here.
We started the Watershed Wonder Award as a way of applauding businesses or individuals
which have done something special to support the values and vision the Gills Creek
Watershed Association works for. We hope this award will cause other groups, and users of
these companies to ask questions, giving them the opportunity to share their support for
conservation in the community, and inspiring others to follow their example.

Palmetto Citizens Federal Credit Union
The Gills Creek Watershed Association is honoring Palmetto Citizens Federal Credit Union
for its support of our efforts to turn a flood-devastated neighborhood into a community asset
and a mechanism for minimizing future flooding. The Credit Union strongly supported
protection of wetlands and the principle that flood zone properties that have suffered severe
flood damage should not be rebuilt. Steve Hamm, as a Credit Union Board member opened
the door, and Nick Wodogaza (pictured above left) took on the project and stuck with it until it
was done. They were a pleasure to work with, and we look forward to a continued
relationship.

Richland Library
The Gills Creek Watershed Association is honoring Richland Library for its willingness to test
a pilot device to keep litter from running off a parking lot into the creek—the litter goalie. But
the Library has gone well beyond that (successful!) experiment, adding signage, preparing a
native plant garden, and working with us to begin educational programming. And of course,
all these efforts are in addition to the storm drain art work they have hosted for several
years. The Library has the ability to influence people, particularly children, helping to create
a lifelong love of and education around nature. We are grateful to the Library for sharing ideas
about clean water and a healthy watershed with the community, and they have been a
pleasure to work with—we’re looking forward to continuing our partnership.

Tour for University of South Carolina Students
Thanks to Professor Brian Grabbatin, Ph.D. of the University of South Carolina for reaching
out to GCWA for a tour for his Geography of North America students. Valerie Marcil, one of
our wonderful board members, was able to provide a tour of the Watershed for their unit on
"Environmental Transformation and Management," which has a special emphasis on water.

Rain Barrel & Compost Bin
Sale, thanks to Richland
Stormwater & Columbia Water!
For a limited time purchase your Classic Black 50 gallon Ivy
Rain Barrel and/or a 65 gallon backyard compost bin at a
discounted price.
Ivy Rain Barrel - $75.00
Backyard Compost Bin - $59.00
For a limited time you can buy barrels and bins at a
discounted price!
Deadline to order: Sun., Nov. 7th at 11pm
Pickup: Saturday, November 13th, 2021 from 10:00am to 12:00pm
Pickup Location: 1914 Wiley St. Columbia, SC 29205

For more info and to order yours, click here!

www.gillscreekwatershed.org
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